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of the members of the Buddhist Order still adhered
to the older doctrine. And in Nalanda, the great
Buddhist university of that time, both the schools
seem to have been represented.

As the Bodhisat theory loomed larger and larger
before the minds of the Buddhists, their thoughts nat-
urally turned with peculiar reverence to the Bodhis-
ats of the past, the present, and the future, rather
than to the Arahats whose names are recorded in the
sacred books. Thus Nagarjuna himself is looked
upon by the Chinese as a Bodhisat, and Yuan
Thsang mentions a number of persons, leaders in
the newer school, with the title of Bodhisat. So
the "Lotus of the Good Law " imitates the older
Dialogues by giving a kind of introductory story
describing the place and the occasion, on which
Gotama is said to have propounded this much later
work. And the persons to whom it is addressed,
the assembly which surrounded him on that oc-
casion, consists of a number of Bodhisats, instead
of the actual persons by whom we know that the
historical Buddha was in his lifetime surrounded.
For not only were distinguished human beings
singled out as Bodhisats, but a vast number of
hypothetical beings were introduced as objects of
reverence and worship on the ground that they were
Bodhisats. As time went on, converts to this